Normative values for mesiodistal and buccolingual crown dimensions are often derived from study samples containing siblings (MOORREES et al, J Dent Res 36:39-47, 1957; GARN, LEWIS, and WALENGA, Arch Oral Biol 13:841-844, 1968). In such instances the genetic N is obviously smaller than the number of subjects, and measures of central tendency and dispersion may both be affected by the "loading" of dimensionally-extreme sibships. The effects of such loading have not been ascertained, however, so that the propriety of using sibling-containing samples is as yet unknown.
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